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Call to Order and Flag Salute at 3:30 pm by Mayor Serio. 

 

Council in Attendance:  Serio, Bunting, Langan, Weistling, Tingle and Smallwood 

Absent: Carmean (Excused) 

 

Presentation of Service Award to Chief William Boyden – by Mayor Serio in recognition of 10 years of service to the 

Town of Fenwick Island 

 

President’s Report 

Mayor Serio recognized PFC Jennifer Kerin, overall winner of the Freeman Foundation/Bethany-Fenwick Chamber of 

Commerce Valor Award for 2013. PFC Kerin distinguished herself during Hurricane Sandy by using a kayak to reach 

residents who chose not to evacuate. She was assisted by Officer Carl Kurten. 

 

Topics for Discussion and Possible Action 

 

a. Application for Surface Water Matching Planning Grant – Town Manager Burke 

Mr. Burke sought Council approval to apply for the Delaware Clean Water Advisory Grant that carries a maximum 

award of $50,000 and is a one-to-one match. Examples of projects that might be funded include stormwater 

retrofits and a master drainage study. 

 

Motion to authorize the Town Manager to proceed with researching and applying for a surface water matching 

planning grant – Council Member Tingle 

Second – Council Member Langan 

 

DISCUSSION 

In response to a question from Council Member Weistling, Mr. Burke advised that a master drainage study for the 

bayside could possibly cost the town $3,000 - $5,000. 

 

Vote: All in favor (6-0) 

 

Non-agenda item 

Town Manager Burke asked for Council approval to apply for a Coastal Assistance Management Grant. The 

previously noted grant was for surface water; this grant addresses sea level rise. It is a one-to-one match and could 

be used to conduct a vulnerability assessment or an adaptation plan. Mr. Burke estimates that the cost of either will 

be less than $5,000. 

 

Motion to authorize the Town Manager to proceed with researching and applying for a Coastal Assistance 

Management Grant to a maximum of $5,000 – Council Member Bunting 

Second – Council Member Langan 

 

DISCUSSION 

Council Member Weistling asked that the motion be amended to remove the $5,000 limit. 

 

A revised motion without the $5,000 maximum was proposed and seconded as before. 

 

No further discussion. 

 

Vote: All in favor (6-0) 
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b. Naming of Cannon Street Park -  Mayor Serio 

Mayor Serio advised that plans for the kayak launch are proceeding and the ad hoc Park Committee expects the 

Cannon Street Park to be dedicated around Memorial Day. Mayor Serio noted that it is now time to consider 

plans for naming the park and for erecting a sign 

 

Motion to name the new park the “Cannon Street Park” with a dedication to all those who have served the 

Town of Fenwick Island – Council Member Langan 

Second – Council Member Bunting 

 

DISCUSSION 

Council Member Langan advised that, at one time, he was in favor of naming the new park for one prominent 

town resident but that the recent passing of yet another prominent citizen had caused him to think of all those 

who have been devoted to and given their time to the town.  Council Member Smallwood agreed. He does not 

feel comfortable being asked to judge one person against another. He favors honoring individuals with plaques 

on various elements in the garden such as trees or the rain garden.  Mr. Smallwood has been asked by Council 

Member Carmean to read her letter into the record (attached to these minutes). Mayor Serio advised that she 

responded to Mrs. Carmean and provided the Town Clerk with a copy of her response (attached to these 

minutes). Mayor Serio advised that, at the most recent committee meeting, Buzz Henifin did propose the name 

for the park as Mrs. Carmean indicates but that his motion did not receive a second and no action was taken on 

his motion. Council Member Weistling added that this is a difficult decision for him. While he originally 

supported the idea of naming the park for Mary Pat Kyle, Mr. Weistling also worked closely with former Council 

Member Harry Haon. Mr. Haon was instrumental in the first town park. Mr. Weistling advised that the town will 

celebrate its 60
th

 anniversary this July and that everyone continues to work to preserve the way of life that 

makes the town a place in which we all like to live. He believes in recognizing all who serve the town. Mayor 

Serio noted that the committee needed time to think through the naming process and so did not act right 

away. She believes that others will have an opportunity to add a special recognition to the park or to the town 

hall. Council Member Bunting concurred. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Mayor Serio called for public comment on the issue. 

• Mike Quinn (5 W Houston St) – believes that, if this is the case, the town should remove the name 

“Villalon Hall” for the town hall community room and change all street names that refer to previous 

citizens. Council Member Bunting advised that Schulz Road was named before the town was 

incorporated. The street was named by the developer of the property. He added that Bunting Avenue 

also was named prior to incorporation. 

• Lynn Andrews (1205 Schulz Rd) – expressed her disappointment with the Council’s decision. 

• Janet Hess (24 W Farmington St) – asked if the town will provide an opportunity for placing a plaque to 

honor Mrs. Kyle and other like her. Mayor Serio responded that other towns provide an opportunity 

by placing plaques and Fenwick Island could do so as well. 

• Buzz Henifin (48 Windward Way) – advised that he made the motion at the park committee meeting. 

He is disappointed that the Council has decided to disregard the petition that was presented to it and 

proposed calling the park the Fenwick Island Town Park. Mayor Serio advised that the park was 

established for a specific purpose; Town Manager Burke advised that it is officially a DNREC Greenway 

Trail Head and that the park cannot be combined with the other town park. Bryan Reed noted that the 

first town park is officially called the Fenwick Island Community Park. 

 

After Council Member Langan restated his original motion to name the park the “Cannon Street Park” with a dedication 

to all those who have served the Town of Fenwick Island, Council voted. 

Vote: All in favor (6-0) 
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Approval of Minutes: 

Motion to Approve the Minutes of January 25, 2013 Meeting - Council Member Bunting 

Second - Council Member Smallwood 

DISCUSSION – None 

Vote: 6-0 Minutes Approved 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Council Member Bunting presented his report.  

Motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report – Council Member Tingle 

Second – Council Member Langan 

DISCUSSION – Town Manager Burke advised that the Budget Committee will meet in early to mid-April and then again in 

May and June. 

Vote:  All in favor to accept the Treasurer’s report (6-0) 

 

Town Manager Report: 

Town Manager Burke reported that: 

• The kayak launch and sidewalk projects have gone out for bid  

• The beach concessions bid is almost ready for publication 

• The DelDOT project is 30% complete and will be halted for a short while but will begin again in March 

• The Town’s FEMA reimbursement request (Hurricane Sandy) will be reviewed the week of March 4, 2013 

• The town staff will attend a cyber-security training and other safety trainings over the next few months 

• Mr. Burke presented Council with a revised Lifeguard Sponsorship application and asked for Council approval 

 DISCUSSION 

Mr. Burke asked that Council amend the application approval deadline to March 15. He asked that Council approve 

capping the number of signs at 5 per business and that those businesses be in accordance with Town Code regarding 

allowable use. Signs will be sold on a first come first served basis. 

 

Motion to accept the proposed adjustments – Council Member Tingle 

Second – Council Member Bunting 

 

Vote: All in favor (6-0) 

 

Town Manager Burke continued his report: 

• Mr. Burke advised that he recently attended a meeting with the ASBPA (American Shore Beach Preservation 

Association), a lobbying group that advocates for the shore area. He requested Council approval to apply for 

membership on behalf of the town. The fee is $100. 

 

Motion to approve applying for membership – Council Member Langan 

Second – Council Member Smallwood 

 

DISCUSSION 

Mr. Burke noted that membership might strengthen the Town’s position regarding beach replenishment. 

 

Vote: All in favor (6-0) 

 

Town Manager Burke continued his report: 

• The American Lung Association has awarded the town a grant to advance its no smoking ordinance. Signs are 

on order and the Fenwick Island Police Department will begin “education enforcement” 

• The town currently has approximately $5000 in delinquent taxes and fines 

 

Department Reports: 

• Building Official – Pat Schuchman’s report is included in the meeting packet. In addition to those items in the 

published report, Mrs. Schuchman advised that there were 45 Outside Contractors licenses issued, 21 Rental 
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licenses and 16 Resident Merchant licenses in the past month.  She continues to issue storm damage repair 

permits. One new house is under construction. On Tuesday, February 26, 2013, there will be a teleconference 

at town hall at which time FEMA and DNREC will discuss proposed map changes. 

• Public Works – Bryan Reed advised that his report is included in meeting packet. He will attend a workplace 

safety conference in March. The Public Works staff attended a 2-day conference to learn about tree care. His 

department has conducted a valve assessment study on the bayside and found/replace four damaged flapper 

valves. His department continues to work with DelDOT to relocate street signs that are in the way of the new 

ADA crosswalks. 

o Council Member Smallwood commended the department for its work recently in assisting a bayside 

resident whose cat was stranded in the bay. While the department was too late to save the animal, 

they did return with it to the Public Works facility and fashioned a burial box for it before returning the 

animal to its owner. 

• Fenwick Island Beach Patrol – no report; Town Manager Burke advised that work continues on manual 

revisions. 

• Police Department – Chief Boyden reported that in addition to his report (included in Council booklet), a walk-

through of the Public Safety Building resulted in a few small problems that need to be addressed. CPL Parsons 

attended supervisor training at the Ocean View Police Department and the Chief did not attend his scheduled 

seminar in Connecticut due to snow. He is waiting for a refund of the fee. 

 

Committee Reports: 

• Beach Committee – No report 

• Environmental Committee – No report 

 

Planning Commission:  No report 

 

Charter & Ordinance 

• Proposed Second Reading Chapter 160 (Zoning) Commercial Zone – Council Member Weistling 

Council Member Weistling motioned that Council accept the proposed Second Reading (copy attached to these 

minutes) 

Second – Council Member Langan 

DISCUSSION 

Council Member Weistling advised that this change will replace 160-5 in its entirety with a new 160-5. A Public Hearing 

was held at 3PM today at which time there was no comment from the three members of the public who were present. 

 

VOTE: All in favor (6-0) Smallwood – aye; Carmean – absent; Bunting – aye; Serio – aye; Weistling – aye; Tingle – aye; 

Langan – aye 

 

Building Official Schuchman advised that the change includes not just 160-5. Council will need to reconsider its motion 

and vote to include changes to 160-5 through 160-13. 

 

Motion to withdraw previous change to 160-5 only and to make a new motion to include 160-5 through 160-13 – 

Council Member Weistling 

Second – Council Member Langan 

 

VOTE: All in favor (6-0) Smallwood – aye; Carmean – absent; Bunting – aye; Serio – aye; Weistling – aye; Tingle – aye; 

Langan – aye 

 

 

• Proposed Second Reading Chapter 160 (Zoning) Residential Zone – Council Member Weistling 

Council Member Weistling motioned that Council accept the proposed Second Reading (copy attached to these 

minutes) 

Second – Council Member Langan 
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DISCUSSION 

Council Member Weistling advised that this change is for 160-1; 160-2; 160-4(A)(e)(2); 160-4C and 160-4D. 

 

VOTE: All in favor (6-0) Smallwood – aye; Carmean – absent; Bunting – aye; Serio – aye; Weistling – aye; Tingle – aye; 

Langan – aye 

 

Old Business 

None 

 

New Business – No Action to be Taken 

Council Member Smallwood advised that the DNREC Beach Grass Planting is March 23, 2013. Registration forms are 

available on line from DNREC. 

 

Public Participation: 

• Marlene Quinn (5 W Houston St) –advised that, while Council is free to name the new park anything it 

considers proper, she and other who signed the petition are disappointed that it chose not to name it for Mary 

Pat Kyle. 

• Lynn Andrews (1205 Schulz Rd) – expressed her disappointment that the park will not be named for Mary Pat 

Kyle. 

• Mile Quinn (5 W Houston St) – questioned the beach concession bid. Town Manager Burke advised that a food 

concession is allowed on the state beach but not on Fenwick Island beach. There will be two separate bids. 

• Mike Quinn continued – by asking what the DelDOT project encompasses. Town Manager Burke advised that 

the crosswalks were not done in 2010 when the street paving project was completed. DelDOT is correcting its 

action by completing 66 ADA “landing areas” at the crosswalks. Council Member Weistling added that a cross 

walk is a ramp and the area opposite that is the landing area. 

 

Upcoming Events and Meetings: 

Mayor Serio announced all upcoming meetings and events.  

 

Motion to adjourn – Council Member Weistling 

Second – Council Member Langan 

Meeting adjourned at 4:36 PM. 

 

Agnes DiPietrantonio, Town Clerk 

for Diane Tingle, Secretary  
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MEMO 

To:  Members of the Fenwick Island Council & Town Manager 

From:  Vicki Carmean 

Date:  February 22, 2013 

Re: Naming the New Town Park 

         

Unfortunately, I missed the last Park Committee meeting due to dental surgery, and 

today I will miss the Council meeting because of a one-time family event.  However, I 

want to express my concerns about the Town’s seemingly arbitrary dismissal of the 

idea to honor Mary Pat Kyle for her commitment to Fenwick Island.  I especially am 

dismayed with the way this effort has been rejected.  Here are my thoughts: 

1. Community Support: Over 140 residents have signed a petition to support 

naming the park after Mary Pat Kyle.  I am unaware of anyone who objected 

as this petition was being circulated. 

2. Objections:  At the February Park Committee meeting, Mayor Audrey Serio 

referenced an anonymous “They” who didn’t want to name the park after 

Mary Pat because “others” might feel hurt or left out.   Given the numbers 

who signed the petition, I doubt that the referenced “They” are in the 

majority.  At the very least, the community should hear from this “They” 

group of objectors at a public meeting. 

3. Precedent:  Streets in Fenwick and the meeting hall itself have long held 

names of former residents, such as Schulz Road, McWilliams Street, Bunting 

Avenue and Villalon Hall.   

4. Process:  For months and months, Lynn Andrews has brought the idea of 

naming the park to the Council’s attention during and after the formal council 

meetings.  At a prior Council meeting, Mayor Serio directed this interest group 

to attend a Park Committee meeting and have someone on the committee 

motion to proceed with the idea of naming the park.  Mr. Henifin did so at the 

February 7
th

 meeting.  However when this occurred, the Mayor dismissed the 

idea before proceeding with a general discussion or committee vote.  

Furthermore, this idea has not been discussed by the Council either at any 

formal or informal Town meetings. 

As such, I would like to go on record that I feel strongly about this effort to honor Mary 

Pat Kyle. This issue should be revisited by the Park Committee with a proper discussion 

and up/down vote.  If the committee decides to recommend the naming of the park, 

then that recommendation should go forward to the Council where it can be discussed 

and voted upon by the Council at a public meeting.  I do not think it appropriate that 

one person can decide the outcome of this issue.  I have also authorized Lynn Andrews 

to use this document when she addresses the Council today or in the future. 
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